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‘10,000 jobs in the balance’ - Unite union backs Sizewell C project

Major union Unite has called on the government to approve plans for Sizewell C nuclear power station on the
Su�olk coast - arguing that 10,000 jobs are “in the balance” over the project.

The union is backing the Sizewell C Consortium of major contractors, which has said that the failure to build EDF’s
proposed plant could cost the construction industry thousands of jobs.
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A CGI of what the Sizewell C nuclear power station would look like Picture: EDF Energy
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The warning comes after Japanese �rm Hitachi pulled out of the Wylfa nuclear power plant in Wales, which was
quickly followed by Horizon Nuclear announcing it will be ceasing its activities to develop two projects in the UK.

Su�olk County Council has already said it cannot give its backing to the Sizewell C project - which is estimated to
cost £20billion - without changes to the plans.

Other groups, like the RSPB and the Stop Sizewell C campaign, have made clear their opposition to the project on a
number of grounds, including the environmental impact.

The government has already said it is “considering a range of �nancing solutions” for Sizewell C, one of which could
involve it taking a stake in the project.

China General Nuclear Corporation has a 20% stake in the scheme, though tensions between UK and China have
escalated in recent months.

Peter McIntosh, Unite’s national o�cer for energy, said: “The Sizewell C Consortium makes a strong case for
ministers to get their skates on and approve the go-ahead for the new nuclear power station in Su�olk – thousands
of highly skilled jobs hang in the balance.

“It is essential that a skills bridge is created from Hinkley Point, being constructed in Somerset, to Sizewell to ensure
that the skills and the knowledge that have been acquired on the initial project can be transferred to Sizewell and
are not lost to the country’s skill base.
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Sizewell C opposition groups oppose plans
for a nuclear plant
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Sizewell C opposition groups oppose plans for a nuclear plant
Video: Ella Wilkinson. Campaigners from Together against sizewell C, and the B1122 action group were at Suffol…
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“Such skills will be in high demand as the economy emerges into the post-Covid world.

“It has not been a good week for the UK’s nuclear industry with Hitachi deciding to withdraw from the Anglesey
project – we can’t continue with this level of uncertainty a�icting a sector of which Britain was once the world
leader.

“Unite repeats its call to business, energy and industrial strategy secretary Alok Sharma to bring forward the long-
awaited energy White Paper which will guarantee that nuclear power is a vital part of the energy ‘mix’ in the years
ahead, creating a source of ‘clean’ and reliable electricity, as well as a new generation of skilled ‘green’ employment.”

MORE: Loss of Welsh power station has ‘serious rami�cations’ for Sizewell C, say supporters

If you value what this story gives you, please consider supporting the East Anglian Daily Times. Click the link in
the orange box above for details.
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